there. In the course of these trips and of his research, he survived several laboratory infections. He accepted the chair of Hygiene at the University of Breslau (now Wroclaw) in 1909 from which he retired in 1925. After several active years, he retired in 1939 to the spa of Bad Landeck in Silesia (now Lądek Zdró j) where he died in professional and personal isolation, having survived his wives, on 15 September,1945.
Pfeiffer's earliest discovery was that of the ''agent of influenza'', Haemophilus influenzae, which he described in its morphology in 1890 and in culture in 1892. Like most of his followers, he assigned a causative role to this bacterium, a view refuted only in 1933 by Smith, Andrewes, and Laidlaw. Next came the description of the developmental cycle of ''Coccidium oviforme'' (now Eimeria stiedae), the agent of rabbit coccidiosis. Following an earlier interest in vibrios, he observed that there was no cross-protection between two species of this genus. The pathbreaking discovery , however, came in 1893 when he found that cholera vibrios, injected into the peritoneal cavity of guinea pigs previously immunized against cholera, were quickly destroyed, a process involving swelling, loss of motility, and finally ''bacteriolysis''. Nonimmunized animals were killed by the injection. This experiment still bears his name; it was the first one in which a reaction between bacteria, antibody and complement was observed. Although the theory behind the observation had to wait for an explanation, he was able to separate this phenomenon from that of nonspecific resistance against vibrios elicited by nonspecific substances. He also postulated the existence of endotoxins in vibrios as opposed to ''true toxins'' (i.e., exotoxins). On this basis, he recommended vaccination against cholera and typhoid with killed bacterial suspensions.
Finally, in 1896 he first described and later published with Ghon the ''Micrococcus catarrhalis'', now known as Moraxella catarrhalis (formerly Branhamella catarrhalis), and thus opened a new chapter in the pathogenesis of respiratory infections although its practical application had to wait for another 70 years. Other areas of Pfeiffer's interest were the localization of antibody production (1898), the effect of radiation upon bacteria (1903) , and the anticomplementary properties of human sera (1903) (1904) (1905) (1906) .
